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After Oceanic Air flight 815 tore apart in mid-air and crashed on a Pacific
island, its survivors were forced to find inner strength they never knew they
had in order to survive. But they discovered that the island holds many
secrets, including the intense howls of a mysterious creature stalking the
jungle, as well as a polar bear, a marooned and possibly crazy French
woman, a mystical boar, a mysterious group known only as "The Others," a
ship called The Black Rock and...a hatch.

So ABC television describes their hit series.
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This describes more than just a fictitious storyline for the tube. It is real life. Each of us
finds ourselves on an island, albeit a rather large one, between the Pacific and Atlantic.
None of us chose to be here, yet here we are! Now what?

Many here have discovered secrets. We have embraced the mysterious and the
mystical. We have pursued our inner strength and found it to be entirely inadequate to
thrive on this sphere we call earth. We have experienced a crash that has led us to do
more than survive. We are in the midst of a radical, lifelong adventure, guided by the
One who put all things in motion and made our arrival here possible.

Unfortunately, the ones who have even a clue are in the minority. Those around
usNand all of us, too, at timesNare seeking a way out. They clamor for hope, search
for answers, and embrace their disillusionment and pain. Few, however, would dare



reveal it to the cameras. When in public, everything is under control, until calamity
shakes the mask from the empty, broken face it hides.

They are all around us. They are lost. A wise man said they are like sheep without a
shepherd, like crops awaiting harvest, eager to be found.

Our July series will take us into their stories, and hopefully their lives. We will discover
who the lost are, why they are so important, and how little our lives actually differ from
them. In fact, we are a whole lot different, a whole lot the same. It is really not about Ous
and them,O but Owe.O

Luke 19:1-10
The Greek word, apollumi, means ruined or destroyed. That describes

Mark 10:42-52
Matthew 10:6
Matthew 15:24
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